
Experts across machine learning, data, and product share their AI experience. 
Design real applications, deploy your own project and prepare to build with AI.

LLM Prompt Engineering for 
Beginners

Britney Muller
AI/ML Consultant, Entrepreneur
Former Hugging Face



● Prompt Engineering Framework
● Outdated Advice
● Dos & Don’ts

Prompt Essentials

My struggle (2 min.)
Frustrating + time consuming

My Aha moment (2 min.)

Q&ASLIDE:
Bio

Please use the Zoom 
Chat to ask questions + 
thumbs up questions you 
like

Storytelling Prompt Examples + Tools

Lightning Lesson: 30 minute run-of-show

5 min.23 min.2 min.

→ Who 
am I? 

→ 
Join me @ Fundamentals of Generative 
AI Course May 20th-30th

20 30105 15 251

5 min. 10 min. 8 min.

● Prompt Examples
● AI Tools + Resources
● Bonus: Image Prompt Framework
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Text-to-Text Models Text-to-Image Models



Accessible via natural language!!! 
(via prompts)
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What is Prompt Engineering?

Prompt engineering is the process of writing, refining and optimizing 
inputs to get GenAI systems to create high quality outputs
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Prompt Engineering Research/Evaluation



Prompt Engineering Framework: SPEAR

➢ Start with a problem 

➢ Provide examples/formatting guidance (get specific)

➢ Explain the situation (like you would to a person)

➢ Ask (clarify your request)

➢ Rinse & Repeat

Note: Never enter any private or confidential information into an LLM
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OR Have GenAI Craft Your Prompt:
I want you to become my Prompt Creator. Your goal is to help me craft the best possible prompt for my needs. The prompt will be used by 
you, ChatGPT. You will follow the following process:

1. Your first response will be to ask me what the prompt should be about. I will provide my answer, but we will need to improve it 
through continual iterations by going through the next steps.

2. Based on my input, you will generate 3 sections;

a) Revised prompt (provide your rewritten prompt; it should be clear, concise, and easily understood by you)

b) Suggestions (provide suggestions on what details to include in the prompt to improve it)

c) Questions (ask any relevant questions pertaining to what additional information is needed from me to improve the prompt).

3. We will continue this iterative process together with me providing additional information to you, and you updating the prompt in the 
Revised prompt section until it's complete.
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Prompt Engineering is an iterative process
Very rarely does anyone get it right on the first try!
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Prompt Engineering Is a Moving Target
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Common/Unreliable Prompt Engineering Tips:

1. Give it a role, “You’re a world-leading expert on negotiation”

2. Offer it a tip, “If you succeed, you’ll be awarded $250k in cash”

3. Give the model time to “think”

4. You need a Prompt AI tool or Prompt Engineering IDE

5. Technical training is required

6. Need to know how to use APIs

7. Need state of the art LLMs for quality outputs
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NO prompt engineering will give you outputs models are incapable of

Prompt Engineering Will Only Get You So Far
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–prompt: the smartest person in the world writing with their left hand



–prompt: man writing with his left hand, hyperrealistic



–prompt: man writing with his left hand, hyperrealistic



They generate the average of everything they’ve seen/read
“The view from nowhere”

Generative AI Models Are Predictive Engines



The key to efficient prompt engineering is knowing what 
Generative Models are good at vs bad at

@BritneyMuller



What are LLMs Good at?

● Language translation

● Content summarization

● Helping writers block

● Content generation

● Sentiment analysis

● Question-answering

● Personalization

● Stylized writing (apply Poe to X)

● Refurbishing content for social

● Simplifying long or complex text

● Correcting spelling and grammar

● Prompt engineering

● Writing + debugging code
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What are LLMs Bad at?

● Being factual 100% of the time

● Common sense

● Representing marginalized groups

● Research

● Current events

● High-level strategy

● Reasoning & logic

● Understanding humour

● Generalization

● Being environmentally friendly

● Handling uncommon scenarios

● Emotional intelligence

● Consistency

● Math/counting

● Remembering beyond context 

limits
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“What tasks take up most of your time?”
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Keep an LLM like ChatGPT or Gemini open in a tab & 
challenge yourself to use it as an assistant throughout your day
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@BritneyMuller

Don’t:
● Submit confidential or PII info 

● Submit large, complex or multi-step tasks

● Use for human-centric tasks like being empathetic, 

crisis communication, helping at-risk populations of 

people

● Feel that you have to be super technical, educated 

or experienced to get started

● Fall for $ AI Instruction Wrapper Tools

● Remove or clean/anonymise any confidential info

● Chunk out big or complex tasks into sub-tasks

● Use AI for tasks that free you up to be more 

present with people

● Think of GenAI as assistive technology & start 

experimenting with it today

● Customize your prompts for your specific tasks 

via default interfaces (and APIs/resources if 

capable or necessary)

Do:



Please use GenAI Responsibly
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Prompt: 
Summarize the survey responses below:

Data Summarization
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Prompt: 
Turn the following content into a viral Tweet 
thread, LinkedIn Post and Instagram Post while 
maintaining the same writing voice from the 
content.

Social Posts
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Prompt: 
provide a VLOOKUP in a CSV to match 'Employee ID' 
from Sheet1 to Sheet2 and retrieve the corresponding 
'Department'.

CSV Formulas
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Prompt: 
What are some easy & fun birthday party games 
that are snake themed?

Game Ideation
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Prompt: 
Explain Quantum entanglement like I’m 15

Learn Complex Topics
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Prompt: 
Here’s a dataset containing sales data from the 
past year across various regions. Identify key 
trends and patterns in our sales growth.

Data Analysis
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Prompt: 
The following dataset has several missing values 
and outliers in ‘Price’ and ‘Location’ columns. Can 
you suggest strategies to clean this data?

Data Cleaning
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Prompt: 
Help me practice for a data scientist interview by 
emulating an interview. Ask me one question at a 
time and I’ll answer each before you evaluate my 
response and we move onto the next question.

Job Interview Practice
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Prompt: 
Summarize what the code below does and create 
inline comments

Code Documentation
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Prompt: 
(“Task: Have a list of fitness related keywords. 
Each keyword needs to be categorized into a 
primary Category and a Sub-Category. Do this for 
Keyword:”, A2)

Text Classification
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Prompt: 
Getting an error in my code and can’t figure out 
why. Here’s the error message [error here] and 
here’s my code [code here]. What’s the solution?

Code Assistant
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Prompt: 
What are some ways to better connect with a 
loved one with dementia?

Care Support
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Prompt: 
Help me write a brief email blast notifying 
subscribers of …

Email Blast
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Prompt: 
Summarize the key takeaways from this financial 
report:

Summarize long text
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Prompt: 
Turn the following transcription into a How To Guide

Product Guides

@BritneyMuller



Prompt: 
What aspects of this proposal might my buyer 
bring up or dispute in our negotiation

Negotiation Prep
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Prompt: 
What aspects of this contract, if any, should I be 
concerned with or ask for clarification on?

Contract Review
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Prompt: 
Futuristic looking headphones shot for a high end 
magazine advertisement in a night lit wet street 
campaign

Quick Creative Ideation
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Image Prompt Engineering Framework: 
SAD SWEET

★ Start big picture: A forest landscape in morning fog 

★ Add details: Birds and woodland animals playing

★ Describe the subject (if one): A lone hunter woman reading peacefully under a tree

★ Stylize (get specific): surrealism shot on DSLR camera

★ Write your prompt as if you’re describing the scene to someone

★ Extra parameters to fine-tune: aspect ratio (--ar), chaos --chaos (1-100)

★ Experiment with your prompt + Observe others!

★ Test different prompt combinations
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a forest landscape in morning fog, birds and woodland animals playing, a lone hunter woman reading peacefully under a 
tree, surrealism shot on DSLR camera, --ar 16:9



closeup of a woman reading peacefully under a tree, a forest landscape in the morning fog, birds and woodland animals 
playing, surrealism shot on DSLR camera, --ar 16:9



bit.ly/midjourney-codes



Bonus Prompt Engineering Tips: 

➢ Ask GenAI (LLMs) for prompting help

➢ Use chain-of-thought (CoT) Prompting

➢ Ask LLMs for help ideating GenAI 
applications

○ Prompt: The most time consuming aspects of my day 
are …. What ways can generative ai help automate or 
support these tasks?

➢ Don’t be afraid to mix & match GenAIs
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Have LLMs not use these words:
UNLOCK
UNLEASH
HARNESS
MASTERY
Delve
As an AI language model
Dive
Discover
Ensure
A dash of
Tapestry
Labyrinth
Tapestry
Testament
Symphony
Sentinel
Resonates
Multifaceted

Embark
Electrifying
Paramount
Esteemed 
Myriad
Commendable
Zephyr
Remarkable
Revolutionize
Transformative
Groundbreaking
Rapid pace of development
Paving the way for Bringing us one step closer
Rapidly developing
Cutting-edge
Significantly enhances
Crucially
Drives
Remarkable
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Prompt Engineering Framework: SPEAR

➢ Start with a problem 

➢ Provide examples/formatting guidance (get specific)

➢ Explain the situation (like you would to a person)

➢ Ask (clarify your request)

➢ Rinse & Repeat

Note: Never enter any private or confidential information into an LLM
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Automatic Meeting Notes + Data
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Edit Video/Audio via Text Editor
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SEO Content Brief/Creation



datasci101.com/what-are-llms-part-1
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http://datasci101.com/what-are-llms-part-1


Save 25% with code BUILDWITHAI

May 21st-May 30th

Fundamentals of GenAI

Join Me:

Add a screenshot of your landing page here



For Those With Employer Reimbursement 
Education Benefits:



Template: bit.ly/edu-reimbursement



For anyone needing additional financial 
assistance:



bit.ly/genai-scholarship

http://bit.ly/genai-scholarship


Thank You!!!

Britney Muller
AI/ML Consultant, Entrepreneur
Former Hugging Face

datasci101.com
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britneymuller@gmail.com


